
Thank you for joining us for 
ACTIVATE 2021!

 
We look forward to seeing you on 
Thursday, April 29th @ 6 pm PT.

Zoom Instructions
Zoom Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81659091170?
pwd=aDdPKzBiRlArNUtrSmZmUTNycXlPZz09

 
 

Thank you for your investment in 
in Jewish students and San Francisco Hillel!



WELCOME & INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
Rachel Nilson Ralston, Executive Director

Rick Lenat, Board Chair
 

ACTIVATING THE JEWISH FUTURE
Sheila Katz, CEO of the National Council of Jewish Women

 
Danielle Natelson, Director of the Springboard Fellowship 

at Hillel International
 

Manny Yekutiel, Founder of Manny's 
 

Ocean Noah, SFSU Hillel Student President
 

STUDENT STORY
CJ Wechsler, USF '21

Hillel International Student Cabinet Co-Chair
 

L'DOR V'DOR לדור ודור
Carol Weitz, Activate 2020 Honoree

 
CLOSING REMARKS

Emily Simons, Development Associate
Jamie Cohen, Development Chair

ACTIVATE 2021 Program
 



FEATURING
SHEILA KATZ

Sheila Katz is the CEO of the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW),
a network of 180,000 advocates across the U.S. and Israel advancing the
rights of women, children, and families. Since her start as CEO, Sheila has

overseen the founding of the “Rabbis for Repro” campaign, building a
network of over 1,000 Rabbis and Jewish clergy promoting reproductive
health, rights, and justice. Additionally, under Sheila’s leadership, NCJW

has made advancing anti-racism efforts at the national and local levels a
priority, showing the intersectionality of racial justice in all of the

organization’s main advocacy issues. 
 

Sheila holds an M.S. in teaching from Pace University and B.A. in politics
from Ithaca College. Sheila was named by the Jerusalem Post as one of

2020’s 50 most influential Jews in the World and was named by the
Center for American Progress as one of 2020’s faith leaders to watch. She

sits on the Board of Governors of Tel Aviv University.



Danielle is the Director of the
Springboard Fellowship at Hillel
International. This role brings her
full circle as an alum of the Ezra
Fellowship’s inaugural cohort.
Danielle has spent more than a
decade working at the intersection
of leadership and learning across
the Jewish communal landscape.
Her intersectional identity as a Jew
of Color has positioned her to
contribute to efforts of diversity,
equity, and inclusion across the
Jewish community, including

selection into Bend the Arc’s second Jews of Color cohort of the Selah
Leadership Program. As a Design Strategist at UpStart, she designed
opportunities to support entrepreneurs and Jewish communal professionals’
leadership across the ecosystem. Danielle led efforts to ensure greater equity,
inclusion, and diversity within UpStart and its network. In 2020, she designed
and piloted the Jews of Color Career Development Program in partnership
with the Jews of Color Initiative to catalyze more diverse and representative
leadership in the ecosystem. Previously, Danielle spent six years cultivating
relationships with students, community partners, and stakeholders at Hillel at
UCLA. Her passion for music and Israeli dance has helped her enrich
numerous Jewish communities through the arts, most notably at Camp Ramah
in California. A lifelong learner and a cohort program enthusiast, Danielle is
the proud alum of UC Berkeley, the Pardes Summer program, and multiple
cohort programs with the Shalom Hartman Institute. She is currently a
member of the fifth class of the Wexner Field Fellowship and sits on the Jews
of Color Initiative’s Grant Advisory Committee.

FEATURING
DANIELLE NATELSON



FEATURING
MANNY YEKUTIEL

House intern in President Obama’s White House. Manny is the owner of
Manny’s, a small business which combined a restaurant, bar, coffee shop,
political bookstore, and events space. The purpose of the space is to
create a physical place to go to engage in civic and political life. In its
first year Manny’s was awarded Small Business of the Year by the
California State Senate and has been featured in the New York Times,
the New Yorker, Rolling Stone magazine, and the San Francisco Chronicle.
Since opening Manny’s has hosted over 1,000 civic events for the
community, hosted online conversations viewed by over 2 million viewers,
offered the space to 150 local non-profits for free and hosted 17 of the
2020 democratic presidential candidates. Manny’s has had 16 formerly
homeless or incarcerate individuals graduate from the training kitchen run
by the non-profit Farming Hope who now have full time jobs. Manny is
also on the board of the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency
(SFMTA), the Jewish Community Center of San Francisco and the
Valencia Corridor Merchants Association. He was also named 30 under 30
in law and politics by Forbes Magazine in 2015.

Manny Yekutiel is originally
from Los Angeles, California
and first moved to San
Francisco in 2010 where he
spent a summer raising money
for same-sex marriage on our
street corners as a canvasser.
He previously worked on
President Obama and Secretary
Clinton’s Presidential
Campaigns and was a White



LEADERSHIP
Board of Directors

Professional Team

Rick Lenat
Shana Dines
Phil Strause
Jamie Cohen
 Adina Wollner
Feiga Sklovsky
Joe Feldman

Deborah Lopez
Shana Dines
Carol Weitz
 Bridget Katz
Shauna
Worthington
Seref HaQol
 Kate Erickson

Rachel Nilson Ralston, Executive Director 
Emily Simons, Development Associate
Sophie Case, Director of Operations

Naomi Zipursky, Director of Campuses
Sasha Presley, Graduate Experience Architect

Danielle Botvin, Israel Experience Architect



As said by those who knew him best, Stephen Grand loved life.
 

Through his humor and wisdom, Steve would captivate a room.
Steve was a Mensch, a fighter, and a giver.

 
We are forever grateful that Steve was inspired by our

mission, and along with Nancy, have given so generously to
support Jewish campus life at SF State, USF, UC Hastings and

UCSF.
 

May Steve’s memory continue to be a blessing in all
of our lives — Baruch Dayan Emet.

Remembering the life & legacy of
STEPHEN GRAND z"l



THANK YOU TO OUR 
DEDICATED FUNDERS

The Jewish Community Federation & Endowment Fund
Koret Foundation

Walter & Elise Haas Fund
Lisa & Douglas Goldman Fund

John Pritzker Family Fund
Maccabee Task Force

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT VENDORS & PARTNERS

The Good Chocolate
J. Weekly News 

4imprint
 

THANK YOU TO OUR ACTIVATE INVESTORS

Phil & Cindy Strause
Carol Weitz

Deborah & Jorge Lopez
Tamar Bland

Judith & Paul Heim
Rick & Ally Lenat

RushOrderTees
Packola

 
 



Our Mission
Enriching the lives of Jewish students across San Francisco
so that they may enrich the Jewish people and the world.

Our Vision
We envision a world where every student is inspired to

make an enduring commitment to Jewish life, values and
learning, and to develop a thoughtful, meaningful

connection to Israel.

Our Values
We believe in the inherent worth, value, humanity, and

dignity of each person. As Jewish tradition teaches, each of
us is created b'tzelem Elohim, in the Divine image. To that

end, we are committed to pluralistic Jewish life on campus, a
diverse workforce, and the values of inclusivity. We embrace
all the identities, experiences, and backgrounds each person
brings. We respectfully welcome students, professionals, and
community members of all abilities, races, ethnicities, socio-

economic backgrounds, gender identities, sexual
orientations, observances, and interfaith backgrounds, so

that we can work together to contribute to, and experience
the full richness of, Jewish life and community.


